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Greetings. 

 

Over the past couple of years, the St. Louis Tres Dias Secretariat, your 

Board, has tried to maintain a consistent membership rotation schedule. 

Thus, various new faces have appeared on the Secretariat from time to time. 

  

The plan going forward is for a 2-year rotation schedule to be 

maintained as closely as possible. This will enable the Secretariat to 

commit to potential members that their tenure "in office" will not 

extend beyond the indicated time frame. Keeping the Secretariat "fresh" 

also allows greater community representation and helps prevent members 

from burning out. 

  

As you have likely already heard via the closing ceremonies for our most 

recent Tres Dias weekends or through word of mouth, the Chairman 

position on the Secretariat has transitioned. This change was according 

to the intended rotation schedule and was carried out through the normal 

procedure established by our community's policies, etc. The transition 

was completed throughout May and June. 

  

I am pleased to announce that Bob Sander is the new Chairman for the St. 

Louis Tres Dias Secretariat. Bob has already taken the proverbial bull 

by the horns and is carefully, prayerfully going after this leadership role. 

  

Please offer your support, prayers and encouragement to Bob. He's a 

tall guy, as you know, and I understand that one can be lonely all the 

way up there. (That's a play on words, in case you missed it.) 

  

Thank you for your dedication to Tres Dias. I'm sure that many of you 

will begin being called to serve on the upcoming weekends. Be sure to 

balance your energies and remember that service to your churches is 

vital - your pastors are counting on you too. 

 In Christ, 

  

Kent Howard 

Outgoing Chairman 

 

A Message from our Outgoing Chairman 
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A Message from our New Chairman 

Greetings.   

 

I am honored and excited to serve you as the incoming Secretariat Chairman.  A little over a year ago in a Satur-

day Evening Chapel, God told me that he was preparing me to serve as Chairman of the Community.  I believe 

that over the next few years, God will use our Community to bring others closer to him and to develop Christian 

Leaders to serve in our Environments.  To accomplish this, I believe God is calling us to embrace the following 

priorities. 

 

Sponsorship – Consistently seek opportunities to invite Christians to attend a Tres Dias weekend.  Sponsor-

ship happens well before weekends.  In fact, you do not have to serve on a weekend to sponsor some-

one.  My sponsors didn’t serve on Southeast Tennessee Tres Dias #14 but God did and He touched me. 

Serving on Teams – Contact our incoming Leaders people (Mike Liston (Men) or Paula Kersten (Women)) and 

let them know that you would like to serve on a future team.  Be open to receive what God has for you as 

you serve Him and the Candidates. 

Reunion Groups – Join or form a Reunion Group. 

Sequelas – Make every effort to attend each Sequela. 

Leadership Development – We will develop Christian Leaders to take the gospel to our Environments.  This 

includes individually and corporately developing in Christ through an active life of Piety, Study and Action. 

Training / Documentation – We will offer a Tres Dias School to share the essential aspects of a weekend in 

order to better prepare you to serve on a weekend.  As we improve our training and materials provided 

to the weekend leadership, we will improve our ability to consistently produce weekends focused on 

God’s will for the Candidates and Team. 

Secretariat – Consider serving on the Secretariat as openings become available.  Our By-Laws provide for 

relatively short terms that provide for a healthy mix of new and experienced Secretariat members. 

Sponsoring new Tres Dias Communities – I believe God is calling our Community to start new Tres Dias Com-

munities.  While this will take some planning, effort and sacrifice, I am excited that God is calling us to 

birth new Tres Dias Communities. 

 

I encourage you to seek God, asking Him how you can get more involved in our Community.  God has awesome 

plans for us as we fulfill his perfect will.  I anticipate awesome testimonies of how God will work through your 

life and our Community.  I am here to serve God and you. 

 

Submitted to God, 

 

Bob Sander, Chairman  
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A Graceful Administrator…Serving Others 
 

ñEach one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering 

Godôs grace in its various formsò (1 Peter 4:10). 

 

Itôs hard to be humble when youôre perfect in every way, but hereôs an idea.  When you think 

you have arrived as the nearly perfect Christian thatôs qualified to be critical of other Christians 

less perfect than yourself, read 1 Peter 4:7-11.  ñBe self-controlled so that you can prayé

Above all, love each other deeplyéOffer hospitality to one another without grumblingéeach 

one should use whatever gift he has received to serve otherséif anyone speaks, he should do it 

as one speaking the very words of Godéò  Thereôs more, but these are some of the highlights.  

Personally, the grumbling prohibition really cramps my style.  Now Iôve got to find a new avo-

cation to pass the time. 

 

When specifically considering Tres Dias, however, I find myself zeroed in on verse 10.  Each 

believer is instructed to use whatever gifts he or she may have to faithfully administer Godôs 

grace in its various forms.  I could spend a loooonnnng time writing about this, but I will just 

highlight a few ideas here. 

 

God’s gifts are not trophies intended to sit on a display shelf and collect dust.  His gifts to 

us are meant to be used effectively to serve others.  God does not give me a gift just to give me 

a gift.  God does not just bless me just to bless me.  God does not prosper me just to prosper 

me.  Godôs gifts to us are intended to bless others around us as we serve them.  God brings 

prosperity to multiply our generosity.  He is not raising up an army of Warren Buffets to domi-

nate the ñmost wealthy list.ò  He is raising up servants who faithfully manage His grace for the 

benefit of others.  We must share grace, not become collectors of grace. 

 

God’s grace does not originate from us but His grace is administered through us.  Thank 

God that grace does not begin or end with me.  Welcome to middle management in the King-

dom of God!  We all have a place of ministry in the Body of Christ, but none of us are the 

Head.  Scripturally speaking, there can be only one Head and thatôs Jesus.  Grace starts with 

Him.  He lavishes that grace on each of us.  That means He gives us more grace than we could 

ever need.  What do we do with all that ñextraò grace?  Maybe build a huge reservoir to store it 

in?  No!  Grace does not end with us.  We generously allow that grace to flow through us to 

bless others.  We are a clearinghouse of Godôs grace, not a storehouse of grace. 
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A Message from our Spiritual Director 
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Rector Notes From Tres Dias #17 

 

Men’s Weekend 
 

We had a wonderful weekend, our new Pescadores thoroughly enjoyed it and left blessed 

and refreshed.  We had a number of the team that had never served on a weekend and they 

did a great job.  Also, It was nice to see a lot of men who hadn't been able to serve for a long 

time.  God showed up in a gentle, kind, peaceful, loving way.  Our verse for the weekend 

was Matthew 16:24, Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he 

must deny himself, take up his cross and follow me".  God was asking us to move away from 

our self-centered lives  to a true discipleship centered on Him.  Not an easy task.  Surrender 

is not a something most men are very good at, but we made progress.  John Bunyan would 

be proud.  It was a great Tres Dias weekend, but then they always are.  

 

John Koelling 

Rector for Menôs Weekend #17 
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God’s grace is not one-dimensional; grace takes many forms.  MY way is not the only way.  

MY way is not the best way.  MY way is not the most important way.  To be honest, MY way 

doesnôt even work!  Grace is not administered on my terms.  Grace is not limited by my one-

dimensional way of thinking.  Godôs grace touches countless lives in countless waysémost of 

which are beyond my understanding.  But if I faithfully administer grace His way, even if I 

donôt understand exactly what God is up to, His grace changes me and others for good.  God 

encourages diversity in His kingdom work.  Grace is a multi-faceted ministry, not an exclusive 

ñgrace my wayò club. 

 

So what does this have to do with Tres Dias?  Well, obviously, if grace is a major theme of 

each Tres Dias weekend, the connection becomes clear.  Tres Dias is not a trophy.  Tres Dias is 

not the origin of grace.  Tres Dias is not the only dimension of Godôs grace.  Tres Dias is one 

tool in the administration of grace as we serve others.  We shouldnôt be satisfied with the touch 

of Godôs grace upon our lives alone.  The grace we receive at a Tres Dias weekend should flow 

through us and touch the lives of those around us in many ways. 

 

News flashéI am not perfect yeténeither are you.  But God will use us to serve others and 

administer His grace to others here and now.  We can be grace-filled administrators empow-

ered to serve others effectively.  We donôt have to wait for perfection because His graceéHIS 

graceéis sufficient.  

 

Reverend Paul Ridenour 

St Louis Tres Dias #4 
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Next Secuela 
 

July 31, 2010 

6:00 PM 

 

West County Assembly of God 

13431 N Outer 40 Rd 

Town and Country, MO 63017 

 

Join us for an evening of fun, food and fellowship.  Listen to a 4th day talk from a new pescadore, worship 

and catch up with old friends and meet new ones. 

 

Please bring a covered dish to share, such as chicken, beef, casseroles, salads or vegetables.  A 2-liter bottle 

of soda to share also. 
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SECUELA INFORMATION 

ESSENTIALS TRAINING 

 

On Saturday, July 31, 2010,  there will Tres Dias Essentials training that will be offered to the community.  

If you ever wanted to know how a weekend is put together and how the community itself is run, plan on 

attending.   

 

It is the position of the secretariat that all members of the community have essentials training.  This would 

be a great opportunity for you to receive the training and then head to the Secuela 

 

The following is the time line for the training: 

 

3:00PM-Training of the future trainers 

3:30PM-Essentials Training for the community 

5:30PM-Training ends and setup for Secuela begins. 

6:00PM-Secuela 

 

The above training and Secuela is being held at West County Assembly of God. 

 

UPCOMING SECUELA INFORMATION 

October 2, 2010 6:00PM 

West County Assembly of God 

13431 N Outer 40 Rd 

Town and Country, MO 63017 

 

November 20, 2010 5:30 PM 

Teen Challenge 

2650 Appletree Acres Ln. 

High Ridge, MO 63049 



Chairman Bob Sander 

Spiritual Director Rev. Paul Ridenour 

Treasurer Mark Stiller/Mark Hainsworth 

Secretary Angie Kell 

Leaders (Men) John Lanham/Mike Liston 

Leaders (Women) Paula Kersten 

Pre-Weekend Couple Mike & Michele Young 

Weekend Couple Rick & Pam Martin 

4th Day Couple Dennis & Susie Powers 

Palanca Couple Joe & Lynn Mcclurg 

Food Person Murphy Ownbey 

Database Person Keith Griffith 

Newsletter Person Bill Meier 
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St. Louis Tres Dias Secretariat 


